In all states except Colorado, a license is required to practice funeral directing and embalming (Carollo, 2025). Colorado has a right-to-title law in place, meaning a license is still required to refer to oneself as a funeral director or embalmer, so it is included in these data. Funeral directors and embalmers, while different occupations, are closely related and in some states have overlapping requirements or licenses. Thus, we group these occupations together.

While the exact definitions vary by state, generally “embalming” refers to the disinfecting and preservation of deceased bodies for burial while “funeral directing” refers to the arranging and directing of funerals and the disposition of bodies, which in some cases includes supervision of embalmers. Many states will use different titles to cover the practice of embalming and funeral directing, including “funeral service practitioner”, “mortician”, and “undertaker”. In the case of multiple titles we select the one with the scope of practice most closely resembling embalming and funeral directing.

To address the potential for overlapping licensure, we add columns unique to these occupations:
· “Embalming” is marked as a 1 in the funeral director dataset if funeral director licensure (or licensure under the title listed in the funeral director dataset) includes embalming in its scope of practice.
· “Funeral Directing” is marked as a 1 in the embalmer dataset if embalmer licensure (or licensure under the title listed in the embalmer dataset) includes funeral directing in its scope of practice.
· “With Funeral Directing” is marked as a 1 in the embalmer dataset if funeral director licensure (or licensure under the title listed in the funeral director dataset)  includes embalming in its scope of practice.
· “With Embalming” is marked as a 1 in the funeral director dataset if embalmer licensure (or licensure under the title listed in the funeral director dataset) includes funeral directing in its scope of practice.

In cases in which one license covers both practices (e.g. a mortician license in Maryland), all of the above columns will be marked as 1. If these occupations have separate licenses but the same requirements, these columns will be marked as 0.

Most states require individuals to complete high school, some sort of training program, an exam, and an apprenticeship or experience requirement. In states in which embalmer and funeral director licenses are separate, the requirements for licensure are often similar but not exactly the same.

States will often offer multiple pathways to complete the training program requirement. Potential pathways include a degree in mortuary science, completion of a mortuary science training course, or a combination of non-mortuary science college-level education and a funeral directing or embalming training program.

The only national-level exam we identify is the National Board Examination (NBE) administered by the International Conference of Funeral Service Examining Boards, though some states have their own exams or require both the NBE and a state-level exam. We only record whether an exam is required, however additional information about the exact examination requirements can be found in the comments.

States may require apprenticeships, experience, internships (recorded as experience), or a combination for licensure. It is not clear whether these requirements are substantively different, or if states are using different terminology for the same program, especially as in some cases states will switch between the two with amount requirements remaining similar, or the statutes and regulations will use different terminology (in which case we generally record as an apprenticeship). We record strictly based on the terminology used: apprenticeship if the term “apprentice” is used and experience otherwise. We encourage researchers interested in studying the potential differences between apprenticeship and experiencet requirements to use our data as a starting point, but to conduct their own research and look into specific details of these requirements.

An additional source of policy variation is “body” and “funeral” requirements. As part of apprenticeship or experience requirements, states will often require embalmers to embalm a certain number of bodies and funeral directors to direct a certain number of funeral (ranging from 25 to 50 for both). We do not collect these requirements as their own variables, however information on them can be found in the comments.
