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State: the name of the state

Statefips: the Statefips code from American National Standards Institute (ANSI). 

Year: the year that the requirements were gathered. 

Profession: the name of the profession. When the title for a single profession can vary between states, we will choose the most commonly used title. To be considered the same profession, the profession’s scope of practice must be similar. The team member will base the profession on the job description, not the title used in the statute. 

Profession Code: a unique, 3-digit code created for the database. The first digit represents the first year that the profession is included in the database, the second two digits are a unique identifier for the profession within that year, in alphabetical order. For the 50 professions in the first release, the codes are 101-150. The 1 represents year 1 and 01-50 represents each profession that year. Those beginning in year two are numbered 201 and run through 227, for all 27 professions gathered that year. 

SOC: the Standard Occupational Classification for the profession. These codes are used by federal agencies to classify workers into occupational categories with similar job duties, and in some cases skills, education, and/or training. Noah Trudeau matched each profession to an SOC for the State Occupational Licensing Index (SOLI), which we used for the database. 

Industry: the name of the industry under which the profession falls. We created a variable for industry, which is primarily based on industry classifications used by federal agencies. 

Type of Regulation: the form of regulation used to regulate the profession. We will include requirements for licensing, certification, and registration. If a state offers voluntary certification, it will be included in the notes. We used the standard definition of licensing used by economists. States commonly use license, certification, and registration interchangeably, even though they describe specific types of professional regulation. We classify a profession as licensed if the credential is required to legally offer services in a profession and some education, training, or exam is required. It is illegal to offer services in a licensed profession without a license, and that license must include some requirement that is designed to ensure competency, even if minimal. Certification is title protection, where only individuals who obtain the credential are allowed to advertise themselves as members of the profession, but anyone can offer services. Simple registration with the state without any education, training, or exam is classified as registration.

Initial Fee: the total fees paid to the board to receive the initial license. Includes the application fee, license fee, and exam fee. We do not include any background check fees in this number. If there is a difference between the fee for an online application and a paper application, choose the online fee. If the initial licensing fee includes a required contribution to a professional fund, that will count as a part of the initial licensing fee. If the licensing requirements include a credential from one of several private certifying organizations, we do not include that fee for any state, but include in the notes for the website. 

Degree: the education necessary to obtain a license. Includes only traditional forms of education, for instance, high school diploma, associate degree, bachelor's degree, or postgraduate degrees. If a state only lists the number of credit hours for a profession, then all states should be transformed to credit hours. A bachelor’s degree will count as 120 credit hours and an associate degree as 60 hours. For some professions, states will offer a combination of education and on-the-job experience. In this case, choose the relevant degree and that level of experience, and include the other options in the notes. If another degree level appears to be the most likely, then choose that and briefly include why it is the most likely education pathway in the notes. 

Experience: the hours of hands-on experience under the supervision of a licensed professional or a professional training program. Profession-specific education program outside of traditional degree path, measured in hours, for instance, a 1,500 hour barber training program. We also include didactic education for medical professions, also listed in hours. Some states will list didactic education in years. In this case, use 2,000 hours = 1 year, unless the statute or regulation defines 1 year of experience differently. Note: for physicians, surgeons, and podiatrists, this undercounts the hours of residency programs, which can be up to 80 hours per week. We also include an apprenticeship that is required to obtain a license. 

Education Code: the level of combined education and training required for an initial license. This represents the highest level of education required for the profession. We include both traditional education and profession-related training, which we classify as a certificate. Hands-on training under the supervision of a licensed professional does not count as a certificate, because it is a part of the degree requirement. 1 = high school; 2 = certificate; 3 = associate degree; 4 = bachelor’s degree; 5 = master’s degree; 6 = doctorate. 

Exams: the number of exams taken to obtain a license. When states split the exam into written and practical components, we classify them as two separate exams. If a profession requires additional experience to be obtained before sitting for parts of the same exam, then it will count as multiple exams. State jurisprudence exams also count as an additional exam. 

Multiple Pathways: whether a professional has alternate pathways to obtaining the necessary education and training for a license. Some professions allow apprenticeships to be used in lieu of classroom education, while other professions require different combinations of education and training under a licensed professional. It is a binary variable, coded as “yes” or “no” in the database and 0 or 1 in the database release.  

Citizenship: the requirement for proof of citizenship to be eligible for a license. Requirements for an applicant to provide their social security number do not count. If the law requires citizenship or legal authorization (or something substantially similar), it can be included in the notes section but does not count as a citizenship requirement. It is a binary variable, coded as “yes” or “no” in the database and 0 or 1 in the database release.  

Minimum Age: the minimum age that someone must attain before being allowed to receive a license. “Age of majority” and “legal adult” mean 18 years of age. We include the minimum age even if it is too young to be a relevant factor given the current education system. For instance, dentists may be required to be at least 18 years of age. 

Good Moral Character: if the licensing law clearly states that the applicant must be of "good moral character," prohibits crimes of "moral turpitude," or mentions repute or temperate habits. If a state requires a background check or limits based on clearly defined crimes, it does not count as good moral character. If a license requires character references, we do not consider it good moral character, unless it appears to be used as a vague way to deny people a license.  

English Language: the requirement that an applicant be proficient in English. To be considered a requirement, a state must include language in the statutes that exams may only be offered in English, requirements for non-native English speakers to pass an English proficiency exam (TOEFL), or language that requires proficiency in written or spoken English. Some states may only offer exams in English in practice, for any number of reasons, but we only consider it a requirement if by law they are limited to exams offered in the English language.

Continuing Education: the number of hours of continuing education or professional development that must be completed in order to renew a license. We prorate each continuing education hour requirement to a biennial basis. 

Renewal Fee: the few to renew a license. We also prorate each renewal fee requirement to a biennial basis. If licenses must be renewed in a different length of time, put it in the notes and show the math.

Reciprocity or Endorsement: the application process for transferring a license from another state. Endorsement is where the individual boards go through and review a candidate's education and experience background to see if they qualify for licensure, registration, or certification. Endorsement requires substantially similar education and training to obtain a license. Reciprocity is where the state board has a formal agreement with a board in another state that lowers the barriers between the participating states making it easier for persons in a specific profession to move between the states that are a part of the reciprocal agreement. For reciprocity, the license from another state must be accepted regardless of the requirements. We do not include whether  state has universal recognition of out-of-state licenses, because they vary in the professions included. 

