Esthetician, sometimes spelled aesthetician and sometimes referred to as facialist or skin care specialist, is a cosmetology occupation with a scope of practice generally including skin care services such as facials, body waxing, and makeup. Some states define licensure levels for estheticians with supervisory responsibilities (e.g. Alabama) or advanced esthetician (e.g. Ohio), however we collect the baseline requirements to practice as an esthetician. Estheticians may operate in spas or salons, or may serve in support roles in dermatology offices or medical spas.

The most common requirements for initial licensure are secondary education (either 10th grade or a high school diploma) and examination combined with either a training program or an apprenticeship. The training program and apprenticeship requirements are generally around 600 hours, with some states requiring as much as 1200 hours of apprenticeship (Hawaii) and some states requiring as little as 450 hours of training (e.g. Wisconsin). Some states allow estheticians to use a mix of apprenticeship and training program hours (e.g. Oklahoma), while others allow for some amount of the training/apprenticeship to be replaced by experience (e.g. Washington). Biannual continuing education requirements are common, though not universal, ranging from 4-20 hours required over a 2-year period.

Somewhat unique to this occupation, some stated may require an applicant to either be of a certain age or attain a certain level of secondary education. For examples, in Florida, applicants must either be over the age of 16 or have a high school diploma, while in Arizona, an applicant must either and have two years of high school education and be over 16 or be over 18. These restrictions are more pertinent to the applicants' ages (they appear designed to ensure education completion and reflect the language of child labor laws), rather than being education requirements. Thus, we do not record these types of secondary education requirements.
