Overview of requirements for Barbers
The occupational title for barbers varies significantly across states. While "Barber" is the most common, other titles include Barber Hair Stylist, Barber-Stylist, Class A Barber, Cosmetologist-Barber, and Master Barber.
For the OLLRP database, we draw these titles directly from state statutes. Our primary goal is to maintain a consistent scope of practice across all states and years. When a state regulates multiple barber occupations in a given year, we record the requirements for the specific title that best aligns with this standard scope of practice.
State-Specific Examples of Title Tracking
· Maryland: From 1991 to 1993, we record requirements for the Master Barber title, as it was the only licensure level permitting unsupervised practice. From 1994 to 2020, we record requirements for the standard Barber title. This change reflects a new licensure level that allowed for unsupervised practice without requiring additional prior experience. (Md. Code Ann., Bus. Occ. & Prof. § 4-309)
· Idaho: Before 2001, we record requirements for the Barber title. During this time, the standard scope of practice included chemical services (such as waving, straightening, bleaching, and coloring) alongside traditional cutting, styling, and facial or scalp treatments. From 2001 onward, we shift to tracking the Barber-Stylist title. This is because Idaho removed chemical services from the standard Barber definition and assigned them exclusively to Barber-Stylists. (Idaho Code § 54-502).  
General Licensing Requirements
These barber occupations are regulated in all states for at least one of the years in our database. While the specific requirements for an initial authorization to work vary, they generally include a training program in barber school or an apprenticeship in a barbershop and a passing score on a state exam. Some states offer multiple, distinct pathways to achieve licensure. 

